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Biden doesn’t think weekend federal shutdown will heseer 


By K. FREKING/L. MASCARO 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
gressional leaders reached 
agreement Thursday on 
a spending bill that would 
keep the government run- 
ning through mid-Febru- 
ary, though a temporary 
federal shutdown was still 
possible this weekend as 
some Republican senators 
threatened to slow-walk 
passage because of the 
Biden administration's CO- 
VID-19 vaccine mandates. 
The measure would gener- 
ally keep spending at cur- 
rent levels through Feb. 18 
while adding $7 billion to 
aid Afghanistan evacu- 
ees. If the House approves 
the measure Thursday, as 
expected, if would await 
Senate action before a 





a Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters after a Democratic policy meeting at the Capitol in Washington, 
midnight Friday deadline. Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. 
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Biden doesn't think weekend federal shutdown will happen 


Continued from Front 


Rep. Rosa DeLauro, chair of 
the House Appropriations 
Committee, had pushed 
for a shorter duration, but 
Republicans said more 
time was needed fo settle 
differences on a spending 
package covering the en- 
tire budget year through 
September. 

“While | wish if were ear- 
lier, this agreement allows 
the appropriations process 
to move forward toward 
a final funding agreement 
which addresses the needs 
of the American people,” 
DeLauro, D-Conn., said in a 
statement. 

President Joe Biden said 
he has spoken with Sen- 
ate leaders and he played 
down fears of a shutdown. 
“There is a plan in place 
Unless somebody decides 
to be totally erratic, and 
| don’t think that will hap- 
pen,” Biden said. 
Conservative Republicans 
opposed fo Biden's vac- 
cine rules want Congress to 
take a hard stand against 
the mandated shots at 
large employers, even if 
that means shutting down 
federal offices over the 
weekend. 

It was just the latest in- 
stance of the brinkman- 
ship around government 
funding that has triggered 
several costly shutdowns 
and partial closures over 
the past two decades. The 
longest shutdown in history 
happened under President 
Donald Trump — 35 days 
stretching into January 
2019, when Democrats re- 
fused to approve money 
for his U.S-Mexico border 
wall. Both parties agree the 
stoppages are irresponsi- 
ble, yet few deadlines pass 
without a late scramble to 
avoid them. 

One GOP senator after 
another, after leaving a 
private lunch meeting 


Wednesday, expressed 
concern that they will be 
blamed for even a short 
shutdown that will not play 
well with the public. In the 
Senate, any single senator 
can hold up proceedings 
to stall a vote. 

But Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, 
wasn't backing down. 

He said Democrats knew 
last month from a_ letter 
that several Republicans 
would use all means at their 
disposal to oppose legisla- 
tion that funds or allows the 
enforcement of the em- 
ployer vaccine mandate. 
He blamed Senate Major- 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., for not negotiating 
and for ignoring their po- 
sition. If the choice is be- 
tween “suspending nones- 
sential functions” or stand- 
ing idle while Americans 
lose their ability to work, “I'll 
stand with American work- 
ers every time,” Lee said. 
GOP senators said the 
idea Is to vote on stripping 
money that the Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health 
Administration would use to 
implement the requirement 


fi 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., speaks to reporters after a Republican policy 
meeting, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. 


that private employers with 
100 or more workers ensure 
they are vaccinated or 
regularly tested. 

“This is a chance to correct 
a wrong,” said Sen. Roger 
Marshall, R-Kan., who un- 
dertook a= similar effort 
against vaccine mandates 
during the last government 
funding standoff. 

Schumer said Democrats 
are prepared fo support 
the spending bill, adding 
it was “not easy to reach 
this deal.” He said most Re- 
publicans do not want a 
shutdown, but a “few indi- 
vidual Republican senators 
appear determined to de- 
rail this important legislation 
because of their opposition 
to the president's lifesaving 
vaccine guidelines.” 

“Let's be clear, if there is 
a shutdown, it will be a 
Republican,  anti-vaccine 
shutdown,” Schumer said. 
Political backlash over the 
administration's vaccine 
mandates has been build- 
ing for months. The White 
House sees the vaccina- 
tions as the quickest way to 
end a pandemic that has 
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killed more than 780,000 
people in the United States 
and is still evolving, as seen 
Wednesday with the coun- 
try’s first detected case of 
a troubling new variant. 
During the last shutdown 
battle in September, Re- 
oublicans also tried to halt 
the vaccine mandate. 
Courts have knocked back 
against the mandates, in- 
cluding a ruling this week 
blocking enforcement of 
Qa requirement for some 
health care workers. 

For some Republicans, the 
court cases and lawmak- 
ers’ fears about a poten- 
tially disruptive shutdown 
are factors against engag- 
ing in a high-stakes shut- 
down. 

“One of the things I’m a 
little concerned about is: 
Why would we make our- 
selves the object of public 
attention by creating the 
specter of a government 
shutdowne” said Texas Sen. 
John Cornyn, a GOP lead- 
er. 

“There's too much chaos 
In our Country right now, 
too much concern about 


omicron. The last thing we 
need is more confusion 
and fear,” said Sen. Mitt 
Romney, R-Utah. 
Senate Minority 
Mitch McConnell,  R-Ky., 
reiterated Thursday that 
there will be no shutdown. 
“We're not going to do 
that,” he said. 

The administration has pur- 
sued vaccine requirements 
for several groups of work- 
ers, but the effort is facing 
legal setbacks. 

A federal judge this week 
blocked the administration 
from enforcing a vaccine 
mandate on thousands 
of health care workers in 
10 states. Earlier, a federal 
appeals court temporarily 
halted the OSHA require- 
ment affecting employers 
with 100 or more workers. 
The administration has also 
out in place policies requir- 
ing millions of federal em- 
ployees and federal con- 
tractors, including military 
troops, to be fully vaccinat- 
ed. Those efforts are also 
under challenge. 

Some Republicans prefer 
an effort from Sen. Mike 
Braun, R-Ind., to vote fo 
reject the administration's 
mandates in a congressio- 
nal review action expect- 
ed next week, separate 
from the funding fight. 
Separately, some health 
care providers are protest- 
ing the stopgap spend- 
ing measure. Hospitals say 
it does nothing to shield 
them from Medicare pay- 
ment cuts scheduled to go 
into effect amid uncertain- 
ty about the new omicron 
variant. 

One is a cut of up to 4% 
that would snap into place 
next year as part of a 
broader anti-deficit mea- 
sure, and the other is a 2% 
across-the-board reduc- 
tion that has been on the 
books for years but was sus- 
pended in the coronavirus 
pandemic.) 
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Sports betting ads: Industry weighs how much Is too much? 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
SECAUCUS, N.J. (AP) — If 
you've turned on a fTelevi- 
sion in the last three years, 
chances are you've been 
inundated with advertise- 
ments for sports betting, 
and not only during game 
DrOGaCas's. 

Commercials featuring an 
emperor addressing the 
masses, @ woman urging 
bettors to “make if rain” 
and companies enticing 
gamblers with the chance 
to turn a few dollars into a 
fortune are blanketing the 
airwaves. Concern Is start- 
ing to grow over how much 
is TOO Much. 

At the SBC Summit North 
America, @ major interna- 
tional sports betting confer- 
ence being held this week 
in northern New Jersey, in- 
dustry players are voicing 
concern about possible 
backlash they fear could 
lead to harsh government 
restrictions on such adver- 
tising, like what has hap- 
pened in Europe. 

Bill Miller, president of the 
American Gaming Asso- 
ciation — the gambling 
industry's national trade as- 
sociation — called the cur- 
rent level of sports betting 
ads “an unsustainable arms 
race.” 

“Is if annoying?” he asked. 
“Is if TOO Much? It is an un- 
sustainable thing.” 

Miller and others warned 
that if the U.S. sports betting 
industry does not restrain 
itself, it could fall victim to 
the same sort of govern- 





A clerk counts money at the sports book at Freehold Raceway on Oct. 24, 2020, in Freehold, N.J. 


ment regulations that an 
orgy of sports betting ads 
orompted in Europe. 

In the U.K., teams are sub- 
ject to a “whistle-to-whis- 
tle” ban on sports betting 
ads appearing during the 
broadcast of their games. 
Italy has banned all gam- 
bling ads since 2019, and 
Spain prohibits soortsbooks 
from advertising on play- 
ers’ jerseys or appearing as 
part of stadium names. It 
also restricts broadcast ads 
for any other forms of gam- 
bling to the hours between 
land 5a.m. 

So far, the U.S. has not im- 
posed such regulations 
on sports betting ads. And 
many in the industry want 


to keep it that way. 

Jeff Fernandez, vice presi- 
dent of business develop- 
ment and ventures for the 
New York Jets, said the in- 
dustry and its professional 
sports partners need “to 
make sure we don't have 
to go to a whistle-to-whistle 
ban like what happens in 
the U.K.” 

Joe Asher, president of 
sports betting for the gam- 
bling technology compa- 
ny IGT, also warned of “a 
backlash on the advertis- 
ing going on today, and 
the excessive amount of it 
going on.” 

It's not something that 
lends itself to self-regula- 
tion,” said Asher, also the 
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former CEO of gambling 
company William Hill. “l do 
worry about when we get 
to that phase.” 

The Jets, like most other pro 
sports teams, heavily pro- 
mote their numerous sports 
betting partners during 
games, including logos on 
the building, scoreboard 
mentions and ads for an 
in-stadium sports betting 
lounge. 

One of the most frequent 
advertisers is Caesars En- 
tertainment, whose ads 
featuring an actor playing 
Caesar seem to be every- 
where. At Thursday's con- 
ference, Ken Fuchs, senior 
vice president of sports for 
Caesars Digital, echoed 


the caution that the indus- 
try says it has regarding ad- 
vertising. 

“You do have to draw les- 
sons from the U.K.: you 
have to self-regulate,” he 
said. “It’s about how does 
a customer interact with 
Caesars as a brand. It’s not 
about shouting at people: 
‘Free money! Free money! 
Free money!’ That’s what 
wears people down.” 
Johnny Avello, director of 
race and sports book Op- 
erations for DraftKings, said 
his company’s current level 
of advertising is working as 
planned. 

“| was at the (train) terminal 
in Hoboken yesterday and 
| saw DraftKings on every 
kiosk and every wall,” he 
said. “And | think it’s effec- 
tive. If works.” 

PointsBet said advertising is 
needed to attract new Cus- 
tomers and hold onto exist- 
ing ones. “We have taken a 
focused view by listening to 
what our bettors want and 
reaching them where they 
are,” said Kyle Christensen, 
the company's chief mar- 
keting officer. “We have 
a philosophy not to spend 
irrationally but be aggres- 
sive and disciplined. It has 
served us well, made our 
users happy, and will con- 
tinue to be our perspective 
as we look at future adver- 
tising budgets.” 

On Thursday, PointsBet de- 
buted two new ads featur- 
ing recently retired New 
Orleans Saints quarterback 
Drew Brees telling people 
how fo live their “bet life.”L) 





By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden will be in 


Center Honors on Sunday. 
Biden and _ first lady Jill 


seats in the presidential 
box in the performing arts 


a star-studded celebration 
of five artists: Motown Re- 
cords creator Berry Gordy, 
“Saturday Night Live” mas- 
termind Lorne Michaels, 
actress-singer Bette Midler, 





the house for the Kennedy 


Biden plan to take their 


center’s Opera House for 


opera singer Justino Diaz 
and folk music legend Joni 
Mitchell. 

The Democrat will be the 
first president to attend the 
Kennedy Center Honors 
since 2016. The first lady’s 
spokesperson, Michael 
LaRosa, confirmed the 
Bidens would be attend- 
Ing. 

President Donald Trump 
and _ first lady Melania 
Trump skipped the show 
the first three years he was 
in office after several of the 
artists who were honored 


Biden to attend Kennedy Center 
Honors, resuming tradition 


in 2017, his first year, threat- 
ened to boycott a White 
House reception if the Re- 
publican participated. 
The 2020 ceremony was 
postponed because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
held earlier this year. 

The Trumps also scrapped 
a traditional White House 
ceremony for the honor- 
ees, which Biden is resum- 
ing as well on Sunday. 
Presidents traditionally host 
a lighthearted gathering 
with the honorees at the 
White House before the 





President Joe Biden gestures to reporters as he returns to the 
White House in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021. 


awards ceremony. 
Trump long had a conten- 


tious relationshio with the 
arts world. 


|= 
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Associated Press 
ALAMEDA, Calif. (AP) — 
Even Christmas trees aren't 
immune to the pandemic- 
induced shortages and in- 
flation plaguing the econ- 
omy. Extreme weather and 
supply chain disruptions 
have reduced supplies of 
both real and artificial trees 
this season. American shop- 
oers should expect to have 
fewer choices and pay up 
to 30% more for both types 
this Christmas, industry offi- 
cials said. 

“It’s a double whammy — 
weather and supply chain 
problems are really ham- 
pering the industry,” said 
Jami Warner, executive 
director of the American 
Christmas Tree Association, 
an industry trade group. 
“Growers have been hard 
hit by floods, fires, smoke, 
drought, extreme weather 
conditions.” 
Record-breaking heat and 
wildfires in late June took a 
heavy toll on Christmas tree 
farms in Oregon and Wash- 
ington, two of the nation’s 
largest growers. 

Warner could not provide 
an estimate of how many 
fewer trees there will be this 
year but because it takes 
Uo to 10 years to grow, 
the crop loss will be felt for 
many seasons to come. 
The shortage of truck driv- 
ers Is making it harder and 
more expensive to trans- 


tel at Stale - ai a | 


Calif. on Nov. 24, 2021. 


port live trees from farms to 
stores and tree lofts. 
Warer's advice: “Shop 
early. If you see something 
you like, buy If.” 

At Crystal River Christmas 
Trees, owner Dale Pine 
and his nephew Stacy Va- 
lenzuela struggled to get 
enough trees fo sell at their 
tree lot in Alameda. Many 
of ifs suppliers in Oregon 
lost trees in the triple-digit 
heat wave. 

“It was looking — pretty 
grim for a while,” Valen- 
zuela said. “Every single 


Dale Pine, owner of Crystal River Christmas Trees, prepares a tree for sale at his lot in Alameda, 


day you're on the phone 
checking, ‘Hey, you got 
anything? If you do, send 
it my way.’ So a lot of work 
to get these trees on the 
ground this year.” 

Crystal River had to raise 
prices this year because 
the costs of trees, labor 
and truck delivery have all 
gone up, Valenzuela said. 

Alameda _ resident lan 
Steplowski came to Crystal 
River lot to buy a Silvertip 
tree with his wife and two 
young kids the day after 
Thanksgiving. 





= 
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“We're having shortages of 
everything and of course 
it had to take Christmas 
trees,” Steplowski — said. 
“Definitely noticing every- 
thing’s a bit more expen- 
sive this year already.” 

Teri Schaffert heard about 
the shortage of real trees 
this year, so she decided 
to buy an artificial tree for 
the first time. Almost a week 
before Thanksgiving, she 
went to shop at the Burling- 
ton showroom of Balsam 
Hill, Which primarily sells its 
artificial trees online. 
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| heard in the news that 
there's not going to be 
enough fresh Christmas 
trees,” said Schaffert, who 
lives IN nearby San Mateo. 
Her husband isn’t happy 
about the change. “What 
else can we dog | have 
to get ready for the future 
because | love Christmas. | 
love to decorate.” 

But the artificial tree indus- 
try Is struggling with its own 
supply troubles as clogged 
ports and the lack of truck- 
ers delay shioments and 
raise costs, said Caroline 
Tuan, Balsam Hill’s chief 
operating officer. The com- 
pany’s trees are about 20% 
more expensive this year 
and there is less variety. 
“We have to bring our 
products over from our fac- 
tories (in China), and that 
has been very challeng- 
ing,” Tuan said. “All of that 
has impacted us, which 
means that we have fewer 
trees to sell as an industry.” 
Worries about drought and 
drought led David Cruise 
and his wife to the Balsam 
Hill showroom to buy their 
first artificial tree this year. 
“In the grand scheme of 
climate change here in 
California, this is really the 
way fO go,” said Cruise, 
who lives in Brentwood. 
“The sooner everybody 
gets on board with the arti- 
ficial tree, the sooner every- 
body’s going to enjoy it.”) 





TSA requires rail and airports to strengthen cybersecurity 





By ALAN SUDERMAN 

Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — The Transportation Se- 
curity Administration is issuing new directives 
and recommendations aimed at strengthen- 
ing the cybersecurity defenses of U.S. rail and 
airoort operators. 

The Biden administration said the requirements 
made public Thursday are part of a broader 
effort at protecting the nation’s critical infra- 
structure from ongoing cyberespionage and a 
surge in disruptive ransomware attacks. 
“These new cybersecurity requirements and 
recommendations will helo keep the travel- 
ing public safe,” Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas said in a statement. He 
had previously previewed the new regulations 
in October. 

The new TSA directives require most passenger 
and freight rail operators to identify a cyber- 
security point person, report incidents within 
24 hours to the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc- 


ture Security Agency, conduct a vulnerability 
assessment and develop a contingency and 
recovery plan in case of malicious cyber ac- 
tivity. They go into effect at the end of the year 
and the TSA said It is making similar changes to 
requirements for airoort operators. 

The TSA said it is recommending but not man- 
dating cybersecurity requirements to some 
smaller and lower-risk rail and airoort opera- 
NOUS: 

The new regulations are similar fo ones issued 
in May for pipeline operators following the Co- 
lonial Pipeline ransomware attack that disrupt- 
ed gas supplies in several states. 

Republican lawmakers have expressed con- 
cern that the TSA has crafted new cyberse- 
curity directives without enough transparency 
and input from affected industries. 

“We believe that care must be taken to avoid 
unnecessarily burdensome requirements that 
shift resources away from responding to cyber- 
attacks to regulatory compliance,” a group of 


Republican senators said in an October letter 
to DHS’ Office of Inspector General asking for 
a review of TSA’s process for developing new 
cybersecurity regulations. 

Victoria Newhouse, a TSA deputy assistant 
administrator, said at a congressional hearing 
Thursday that the agency had worked close- 
ly with private industry officials in crafting the 
regulations. She said that included a classified 
briefing with freight and passenger rail execu- 
tives earlier this week to share intelligence re- 
ports about cyber threats to their industry and 
to solicit inout on regulations. 

The Biden administration has been pushing 
aggressively for greater private sector report- 
ing of cyber incidents to the federal govern- 
ment. The Justice Department recently indi- 
cated it would sue government contractors 
and other companies who receive U.S. gov- 
ernment grants if they fail to report breaches 
of their computer systems or misrepresent their 
cybersecurity practices.) 
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By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The United 
States, European Union, Brit- 
ain and Canada slapped 
simultaneous sanctions 
Thursday on dozens of of- 
ficials, organizations and 
companies in Belarus, with 
the EU taking aim at those 
accused of participating 
ina “hybrid attack” on the 
bloc using migrants. 

The three countries and the 
27-nation EU have targeted 
Belarus since President Al- 
exander Lukashenko won 
a sixth term last year in 
an election that the West 
and other observers say 
was fraudulent, and over 
the security crackdown on 
peaceful protestors that 
followed. The U.S. State De- 
partment said the U.S. Trea- 
sury has “identified three 
aircraft as blocked proper- 
ty and designated 32 indi- 
viduals and entities, includ- 
ing Belarusian state-owned 
enterprises, government 
officials, and other persons, 
who support the regime 
and facilitate its repres- 
sion.” The EU, meanwhile, 
imposed travel bans and 
asset freezes on 17 more 
people, including senior 
border guard and military 
officials, government rep- 
resentatives and judges. 
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U.S., EU and allies hit Belarus with coordinated sanctions 





Migrants settle in the logistics center of the checkpoint “Bruzgi” at the Belarus-Poland border near 
Grodno, Belarus, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021. 


The measures also hit air 
carriers including state 
carrier Belavia and travel 
groups accused by the EU 
of helping to bring migrants 
to Belarus with the aim of 
helping them cross into the 
27-country bloc, chiefly 
through Poland, Lithuania 
and Latvia. Britain said it 
had imposed = sanctions 
“on eight Belarusian § indi- 
viduals responsible for re- 
pression and human rights 
violations.” It also froze the 
assets of OJSC Belaruskali, 


one of the world’s largest 
producers of potash fertil- 
izer, which is a major source 
of revenue for the Belarus 
government. The State 
Department said that “to- 
day’s actions demonstrate 
our unwavering determina- 
tion to act in the face of a 
brutal regime that increas- 
ingly represses Belarusians, 
undermines the peace 
and security of Europe, and 
continues to abuse people 
seeking only to live in free- 
dom.” At least 8,000 mi- 
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grants, many of them Iraais, 
have entered the EU with- 
out authorization this year 
from Belarus. Lithuania and 
Poland declared a state 
of emergency at their bor- 
ders to stop people cross- 
ing. Several people died, 
trapped in the Poland-Be- 
larus border zone in sub- 
zero temperatures. 

With that in mind, the EU 
targeted Belavia. “Migrants 
wishing to cross the Union's 
external border have been 
flying to Minsk on board 


flights operated by Belavia 
from a number of Middle 
Eastern countries, in partic- 
ular Lebanon, UAE (United 
Arab Emirates) and Turkey,” 
the sanctions text said. 
Cham Wing Airlines, which 
operates flights from Syria 
to Belarus, Is also in the EU's 
sights. It stands accused 
of ramping up flights from 
Damascus to Minsk over 
the summer and setting up 
new offices in the Belarus 
capital to better organize 
the shuttles. 

Also on the list is state tour- 
ism company Tsentrkurort, 
which the EU claims heloed 
at least 51 Iraqis obtain vi- 
sas to Belarus and orga- 
nized bus transport for them 
to the borders. 

The Hotel Minsk company 
and Hotel Planeta, which 
are linked to the Belarus 
President Property Man- 
agement Directorate, are 
accused of lodging m- 
grants aiming to reach the 
border. The EU also took 
aim at VIP Grub, a passport 
and visa service based in 
Istanbul, Turkey. The sanc- 
tions list says the company 
“organizes trios to Belarus 
with the explicit intention 
of facilitating migration to 
the EU. VIP Grub actively 
advertises migration to the 


EU.” LJ 





Russia sends missiles near Pacific islands claimed by Japan 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — The Rus- 
sian military has deployed 
coastal defense missile 
systems near the Kuril Is- 
lands, a Pacific chain also 
claimed by Japan. The 
move appeared intended 
to Underline Moscow's firm 
stance in the dispute. 

The Bastion systems were 
moved to Matua, a desert- 
ed volcanic island in the 
middle of the chain. Japan 
claims the four southern- 
most islands. 

Russia's Defense Ministry 
posted a video Thursday 
showing massive’ missile 
carriers moving ashore 
from amphibious landing 
vessels and driving along 
the coast of the volcanic is- 
land to take firing positions 
as part of drills. 


The ministry said the de- 
ployment involved setting 
Up living quarters for per- 
sonnel, hangars for the ve- 
hicles and other infrastruc- 
ture.The Bastion is capable 
of hitting sea targets at a 
range of up to 500 kilome- 
ters (270 nautical miles). 

The deployment followed 
a series of moves by Russia 
to beef up its military pres- 
ence on the Kuril Islands, 

In 2016, if stationed the Bal 
and the Bastion coastal 
defense missile systems on 
two of the four southern- 
most Kuril Islands. In the fol- 
lowing years, it followed up 
by sending top-of-the-line 
air defense missiles systems 
there and setting up an air 
base on the Iturup Island 
where fighter jets were 
deployed. Japan. asserts 
territorial rights to the four 


southernmost islands of the 
Kuril chain and calls them 
Northern Territories. The So- 
viet Union took the islands in 
the final days of World War 
ll, and the dispute has kept 
the countries from signing a 
peace treaty formally end- 
ing their hostilities. 

The oval-shaped, 11-kilo- 
meter-long (6.8-mile) island 
where the Russian missiles 
were deployed hosted a 
Japanese military base 
during WWII. After the So- 
viet takeover of the Kuril Is- 
lands, Matua was home to 
a Soviet military base that 
was closed amid funding 
shortages in the wake of 
the 1991 collapse of the So- 
viet Union. 

Asked about the missile de- 
ployment, Kremlin spokes- 
man Dmitry Peskov said 
that Russia has a sovereign 


right to deploy its military 
forces wherever if deems 
necessary on Its territory. 

At the same time, he noted 
that Russia values relations 
with Japan and remains 
committed to efforts to ne- 
gotiate a settlement of the 





dispute. 

“We maintain a_ political 
will to pursue a compre- 
hensive dialogue with our 
Japanese partners in order 
to find ways of settlement,” 
Peskov said in a confer- 
ence call with reporters.) 


In this handout photo released by Russian Defense Ministry Press 
Service, A Bastion missile launcher is positioned on the Matua 
Island, part of the Kurils Islands chain, in Russia, Thursday, Dec. 


2, 2021. 
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Report: Israel failed to probe shootings at Gaza protests 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Rights 
groups said Thursday that 
Israel failed to investigate 
shootings that killed more 
than 200 Palestinians and 
wounded thousands at 
violent protests along the 
Gaza _ frontier in recent 
years, strengthening the 
case for the International 
Criminal Court to intervene. 
The Israeli military rejected 
the findings, saying the 
“mass riots” organized by 
Gaza’s militant Hamas rul- 
ers were aimed aft provid- 
ing cover for cross-border 
attacks. The military said 
alleged abuses were thor- 
oughly investigated, with 
soldiers held accountable. 
Beginning in March 2018, 
Gaza activists organized 
weekly protests that were 
initially aimed at highlight- 
ing the plight of Palestinian 
refugees from what is now 
Israel, who make up three- 
fourths of Gaza’s popula- 
tion of more than 2 million 
people. 

But Hamas, the Islamic mili- 
tant group that rules Gaza, 
soon co-opted the protests 
and used them to push for 
the easing of the Israeli- 
Egyptian blockade = im- 
posed on the territory when 
it seized power from rival 
Palestinian forces in 2007. 
Every week for around 18 
months, thousands of Pales- 
tinians gathered at different 
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Black smoke from burning tires hangs in the sky as Palestinian protesters hurl stones toward Israeli 
troops during a protest at the Gaza Strip’s border with Israel, Friday, Oct. 12, 2018. 


points along the frontier, of- 
ten after being bused there 
by Hamas. Groups of pro- 
testers burned fires, hurled 
stones and firebombs, and 
tried to breach the security 
fence. 

Israeli snipers fired live am- 
munition, rubber-coated 
bullets and tear gas from 
sand berms on the other 
side in what Israel said 
was self-defense, fo pre- 
vent thousands of Palestin- 
ians_ including potentially 
armed Hamas operatives 
from rushing into Israel. 
Israeli fire killed at least 
215 Palestinians, most of 


them unarmed, including 
47 people under the age 
of 18 and two women, 
according to Gaza's AI- 
Mezan Center for Human 
Rights. Hundreds of others 
were seriously wounded in 
the demonstrations, which 
wound down in late 2019. 
Many were far from the 
border fence when they 
were shot. 

An Israeli soldier was killed 
by a Palestinian sniper in 
2018 and several others 
were wounded. 

A report released Thursday 
by the Israeli rights group 
B'Tselem and the Gaza- 


Associated Press 


based Palestinian Center 
for Human Rights said the 
military failed to investi- 
gate orders issued by se- 
nior commanders and took 
virtually no action against 
any soldiers. 

As of April, out of 143 cas- 
es transferred to military 
prosecutors by an Israeli 
fact-finding mechanism, 95 
were closed with no further 
action. Only one the killing 
of a 14-year-old Palestinian 
led to an indictment, with 
the remainder still pend- 
ing, the report said. It cited 
figures obtained from the 
Israeli military through a 
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freedom of information re- 
quest. 

The indicted soldier was 
convicted of “abuse of au- 
thority to the point of en- 
dangering life or health” 
in a plea bargain and sen- 
tenced to one month of 
community service, the re- 


port said. 
That's after more than 
13,000 Palestinians were 


wounded over some 18 
months of protests, includ- 
ing more than 8,000 hit 
by live fire. At least 155 re- 
quired amputation, the 
report said. It said the milli- 
tary’s fact-finding mecha- 
nism only reviewed 234 
cases in which Palestinians 
were killed, including some 
fatalities unrelated to the 
demonstrations. 

The Israeli military issued a 
statement saying it carried 
out the investigations in a 
“thorough and_ in-depth 
manner” and filed indict- 
ments in two incidents in 
which soldiers were con- 
victed and sentenced to 
“imprisonment during mili- 
tary service, probation and 
demotion.” 

It said other cases are still 
pending “due to the com- 
plexity of the events and 
the need for an in-depth 
examination.” If said “doz- 
ens of incidents have been 
handled” since B'Tselem 
obtained its figures, which 
the military said were 
“outdated.”L) 
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Austrian Chancellor Alexander Schallenberg talks at a press 
conference in Tulln, Austria, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021. 


By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — _ Austrian 
Chancellor Alexander 
Schallenberg announced 
Thursday he is stepping 
down just two months af- 


Associated Press 


ter taking over from prede- 
cessor Sebastian Kurz, who 
stumbled over corruption 
allegations. Schallenberg, 
a former foreign minister, 
said he would leave office 
as soon as the conserva- 


Austria’s new chancellor resigns; 
predecessor quits politics 


tive Austrian People’s Party 
names a new leader. Kurz 
was the party's long-time 
leader, and some had 
speculated he might return 
as chancellor. But he an- 
nounced Thursday morning 
that he was quitting politics 
entirely to soend more time 
with his family. 

“lm of the firm opinion 
that the two posts - head 
of government and leader 
of the party with the most 
votes in Austria - need to 
be quickly united in a single 
hand,” Schallenberg said. 
Schallenberg took office 
in October following Kurz’s 


resignation as chancellor. 
Austrian prosecutors had 
announced that Kurz was 
one of the targets of an 
investigation into suspect- 
ed bribery and breach of 
trust. The Greens, the junior 
coalition partners in Kurz’s 
government, demanded 
his replacement. 

Kurz and his close associ- 
ates are accused of try- 
ing to secure his rise to the 
leadershio of his party and 
the country with the help 
of manipulated polls and 
friendly media reports fi- 
nanced with public mon- 
ey. He became the leader 


of his Austrian People’s 
Party and then chancellor 
in 2017. Kurz said Thursday 
that he had always done 
his best to “move our beau- 
tiful Austria a little bit in the 
right direction,” but ac- 
knowledged having made 
some mistakes during his 
10-year career. 

Still, Kurz insisted: “I’m nel- 
ther a saint, nor a criminal.” 
“lm a human being with 
strengths and weaknesses, ” 
he told reporters in Vienna, 
adding that he looked for- 
ward to defending himself 
against the corruption alle- 
gations in court. ) 








By LEE KEATH A 

ssociated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
Afghanistan is being hit by 
multiple crises that are “pro- 
gressively getting worse,” 
with drought, economic 
collapse and displacement 
all pushing the population 
into catastrophic hunger, a 
senior international aid offi- 
cial said Thursday. 

The onset of winter will 
only increase the pain for 
Afghans and drive some 
closer to disaster, warned 
Alexander Matheou, Asia- 
Pacific regional director for 
the International Federa- 
tion of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies. 
“Staying warm and putting 
food on the table is now 
harder than it was before. 
And if you fall sick, you are 
more likely to struggle in try- 
ing to access health care,” 
he said in an interview with 
The Associated Press at the 
end of a visit to Afghani- 
stan. 

“For people who already 
vulnerable, they will be- 
come more vulnerable. For 
people already in critical 
condition, it could become 
deadly,” Matheou added. 
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Aid official: Atghanistan s crises get progressively worse’ 





Alexander Matheou, Asia-Pacific regional director for the International Federation of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, speaks to the Associated Press, in Kabul, on Thursday, Dec, 2, 


2021. 


According fo U.N. figures 
from early November, al- 
most 24 million people in 
Afghanistan, around 60% 
percent of the population, 
suffer from acute hunger. 
That includes 8.7 million 
living in near- famine. In- 
creasing numbers of mal- 
nourished children have 


filled hospital wards. 

Afghanistan has been suf- 
fering from its worst drought 
in decades since last year, 
hitting 80% of the country. 
The drought has reduced 
crops and wrecked _in- 
comes for farming fami- 
lies, driving many to leave 
their villages. More than 





Tel Aviv is priciest city, outranking 
Paris in new report 


By AMI BENTOV 

Associated Press 

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Resi- 
dents of Israel's seaside 
metropolis Tel Aviv have for 
years complained of how 
expensive if is, with living 
costs taking a chunk out 
of their paychecks. Now a 
new report affirms their dis- 


satisfaction with the prices. 
Tel Aviv has emerged as 
the most expensive city to 
live in, according to the 
Economist Intelligence Unit, 
a research group linked to 
the Economist magazine. 

Israel’s financial and cultur- 
al epicenter on the Medi- 
terranean Sea, previously 





A general view shows the center of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, 
Dec. 2, 2021. 


Associated Press 


ranked Sth most expensive, 
has now surpassed other 
pricey places like Paris and 
Singapore. Paris, the previ- 
ous holder of the title, tied 
with Singapore as second 
most expensive, and were 
followed by Zurich and 
Hong Kong in this year’s re- 
port. 

“Israel is expensive, and in 
that regard, Tel Aviv is more 
expensive than other plac- 
es in Israel because that’s 
where the good jobs are,” 
said Dan Ben-David, head 
of the Shoresh Institution for 
Socioeconomic Research 
and an economist at Tel 
Aviv University. 

Economists attribute the 
jump to a strong apprecia- 
tion of the shekel against 
the dollar. In its report 
Wednesday, the Economist 
Intelligence Unit also point- 
ed to a rise In grocery and 
transport costs.) 


Associated Press 


700,000 people were dis- 
placed from their homes 
this year, whether by fight- 
ing or drought, adding to 
the ranks of some 3.5 million 
displaced from past years 
of fighting. 

After the Taliban took over 
the country of 38 million 
people on Aug. 15, the 








bottom dropped out of the 
already dilapidated econ- 
omy. 

Sanctions on the Taliban 
cut off hundreds of millions 
of dollars in international 
financing on which the 
government relied. Billions 
of dollars in Afghan assets 
abroad were frozen. Af- 
ghanistan’s banking system 
was largely cut off from the 
world. As a result, the gov- 
ernment has largely been 
Unable to pay salaries and 
jobs across the economy 
have disappeared. 

“Now it’s the converging of 
all those factors that is cre- 
ating a major humanitarian 
crisis, which is progressively 


getting worse,” Matheou 
said. 

At Kabul’s Ataturk Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, the mal- 


nutrition ward was filled to 
capacity with emaciated 
children. 

Lina, who brought her 
3-month-old son Osman 
to the hospital, said she 
couldn't afford to feed 
her children. “There’s no 
work. The economy has is 
wrecked since the Taliban 
came. Everyone is out of 
work,” she said. LJ 
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Gelatissimo brings Gelato-Daze this Holiday Season 





ORANJESTAD The hap- 
piest time of the year is 
here, and Gelatissimo has 
got you covered. This holi- 
day season, Gelatissimo is 
bringing the holiday spirit 
with various holiday _in- 
spired products and offers 
to their clients, customers, 
and gelato-lovers alike. 











Gelatissimo also has the ex- 
clusive vintage gelato cart, 
the perfect addition to alll 
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holiday inspired events and 
happenings. The vintage 
gelatissimo cart comes to 
your event, with the option 
to choose six gelato flavors 
of your choice, a gelato 
host serving each attend- 
ee with care, and transpor- 
tation to and from each 
event. Furthermore, Gela- 
tissimo is bringing a twist to 
their freshly made waffle 
cone and basket this year 
with a dual-colored option, 
green and red, reminding 
clients of our pistachio and 
wild berry flavored gelatos. 
The jolly dual-colored pop- 
sicle has also been added 
to the list, which comes 
in vanilla and a pistachio 
flavor. To top it off, our Mr. 
Grinch gelato flavor is a 
must try, with delectable 
pistachio and holiday-col- 
ored sprinkles, if is sure to 
light-up each person with 
Joy. 


Gelatissimo invites every- 
one foreach out to oursales 
reoresentative at  info@ 
gelatissimoaruba.com _ for 
more information regard- 
ing all our gelato-daze of- 
ferings and products.) 
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Flu vaccine now 
available 





ORANJESTAD- The Department of Public Health DVG is an- 
nouncing that this year’s flu vaccine, better known as the 
Flu-shot, is available and ready for administration. The flu 
shot is primarily given to those at higher risks of getting 
complications due to influenza. 


This group consists primarily of seniors older than 60 years 
and individuals of all ages who have a chronic illness. 
Seniors older than the age of 60 years qualify for the free 
flu vaccine without doctor’s prescription while those with 
a chronic illness will have to show a doctor's prescription 
when getting their vaccine. 

Seniors older than 60 years should make an appointment 
to receive their flu vaccine by calling 5224239 or 522424] 
and should only bring a valid AZV card upon arrival for 
their flu vaccine. Individuals with a chronic illness younger 
than 60 years of age should also make an appointment 
by calling 5224239 or 5224241 for their FREE flu shot but are 
required to show a valid AZV card and doctor’s prescrip- 
tion upon arrival for their flu vaccine. 

Individuals younger than 60 years of age with no chronic 
illness but who wants to receive their flu shot can purchase 
this at the office of the Section for Infectious Diseases and 
costs Awg. 20,00. This is available from Monday to Friday 
between 7:45 am - 11:45 am and from 1:15 pm - 4:15 pm 
and can only be purchased with debit card.) 
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WIN S10 UP TO 51,000 IN FREE 304) Hoa Ul DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 







ZN 0a DK ra 


Open d daih 


10a ] m to : 2am 
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$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table 
game players every 


30 minutes from 
7pm to Midnight! 








THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 





Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 





Where the majority of the people decides 


by Cdr. Bud Slabbaert 
Voters in Switzerland, this 
Sunday approved by a 
clear margin legislation 
which introduced a spe- 
cial COVID-19 certificate 
that lets only people who 
have been vaccinated, re- 
covered or tested negative 
attend public events and 
gatherings. 


Why is this worth to know 
especially when there are 
demonstrations all around 
against vaccinations or re- 
strictions. No, in Switzerland 
it were not the politicians 
who decided, it was the 
Swiss population. How does 
that work? 


Despite claims of some 
countries that they have 
the oldest democracy or 
the most egalitarian de- 
mocracy in the world, the 
Swiss are just not the kind of 
people claiming anything 
in the publicity, they just 
make things work in prac- 
tice. They have what most 
others don’t have, and It Is 
called Direct Democracy. 
And as for being the old- 
est of anything, in 1291 the 
Swiss Confederation was 
founded which is the pre- 
cursor of the Switzerland 
we know now. 


Switzerland holds _ refer- 
endum four times a year 
whereby the Swiss people 
make the decision. For any 





change in the constitution, 
a referendum is manda- 
tory (mandatory referen- 
dum); for any change in a 
law, a referendum can be 
requested (optional refer- 
endum). In addition, the 
people may present a con- 
stitutional popular initiative 
to introduce amendments 
to the federal constitution. 
The Swiss system of refer- 
endums guarantees not 
only a maximum amount 
of self-determination to the 
citizens but also a stability 
of the political system Swit- 
zerland is offen envied for. 


Switzerland features a sys- 
tem of government not 
seen in any other nation: 
direct representation. The 
absolute and unlimited 
autonomy of Switzerland is 
actually its entire elector- 
ate. Referenda on the most 


important laws have been 
used since the 1848 consti- 
tution. 


Any citizen may challenge 
a law that has been passed 
by parliament. If that per- 
son is able to gather 50,000 
signatures against the law 
within 100 days, a national 
vote has to be scheduled 
where voters decide by a 
simple majority of the vot- 
ers whether to accept or 
reject the law. Creating a 
new law requires 100,000 
valid signatures on a peti- 
tion to get on the ballot. 
And so, four times per year 
the Swiss electorate goes 
to the polls. 


But keep in mind as for 
‘where the majority of the 
people decides’, the level 
of education of the popu- 
lation and being objec- 
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tively well-informed is of es- 
sence. 


Some may think that be- 
cause of all this, the coun- 
try is in constant disarray. 
The opposite is true, it Is 
probably the most orderly 
country that | know. Plus, 
it has one of the highest 
qualities of living and Is one 
of the wealthiest countries. 
Smack in the middle of Eu- 
rope it is not member of the 
European Union. It has its 
own currency completely 
covered by gold reserves. 
Profits made by increased 





gold value are used for so- 
cial security. If has no politi- 
cal conflicts with any other 
nations, it was never OCCu- 
pied, and it has never con- 
quered. If remains neutral 
In any way. Only 20 years 
ago, it became a member 
of the United Nations. 


What do | know about Swit- 
zerland? | would not claim 
anything. It just so hap- 
pened to that | lived nine 
years in Switzerland and 
was Managing Director of 
Qa number of small com- 
panies, as well as being a 
business aviation consul- 
tant. | simply privately and 
orofessionally experienced 
the Swiss ways. 


About: 

Cdr. Bud Slabbaert is the 
Chairman and Coordinator 
of the Caribbean Aviation 
Meetup, an annual results 
and solution oriented con- 
ference for stakeholders of 
‘airlift’ in the Caribbean. Mr. 
Slabbaert’s background 
is accentuated by avia- 
tion business develooment, 
strategic Communication, 
and journalism.L) 
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Make your stay on Aruba unique! 
Radisson Blu: trendy, fresh and new 
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PALM BEACH — There is a new kid in town, or 
rather: a new lady named Radisson Blu Aru- 
ba. Radisson Blu brand originates from Co- 
penhagen, Denmark, where interior design 
and style live. The upper upscale hotel brand 
breathes the freshness of clean sheets, eas- 
es your mind with white and light wooded 
tones and pampers you with a luxury, trendy 
feel. This resort sets itself apart from the rest 
with huge, spacious rooms, impeccable 
service, a beach chic appearance and a 
superb location where everything you need 
is within walking distance. The buzzling 
nightlife of Palm Beach is around the corner, 
the stunning white-sanded beaches a stone 
throw away! With special opening rates this 
is your chance to try the lady in blue! 


Fabulous facts 

132 expansive suites, which feature free 
Wi-Fi, multiole bedrooms, a spacious living 
room and dining area, and a well-equipped 
kitchen. From 1.073 to 2.147 square feet you 
will have a perfect match for a family or two 
couples, or have all the soace to yourself; it 
is entirely Up to you. For sweeping vistas of 
Aruba's beaches, upgrade to a suite locat- 
ed on the top floors of the hotel. Blu’s suites 
offer views of the ocean, Island, or pool to 
inspire you while you relax. 


Radisson Blu offers more than most standard 
rooms, you feel you are renting a condo- 
minium with the luxury services of a hotel. On 
your way to the suite the resort shows you 
already the attention to details: the eleva- 
tor soace Is upgraded with corners of huge 
bamboo poles and trendy light bulbs incor- 
porated in a wall of wooded decoration. 
The hallways are high and spacious taking 
you to the hip suite where the design is white 
with light wood to provide a luxury, Con- 
temporary ambiance. The suite’s kitchen 
is fully equipped with an oven, dishwasher 











and kitchenware, a big family table ready 
to invite you to family breakfast or a friends 
gathering. You feel great, the white interior 
even accentuates the bright-blue ocean 
in front of you: inhale this Zen moment from 
your soacious balcony. 


Have a Sunset bite 

A delightful breakfast, a scrumptious lunch 
or a delicious dinner are all possible at Sun- 
set Bistro on the third floor. Here you will find 
a modern setting by the hotel's infinity pool 
with amazing ocean views. The chef and his 
team are clearly dedicated to making you 
come back presenting to you tasty tapas 
items or full entree offerings. One thing has 
to be said: the hotel’s staff makes a differ- 
ence. Real smiles, real attention and real 
enthusiasm is what you encounter. Here we 
are experiencing something new and a new 
place has new vibes, for you to discover. Go 
and find out why Sunset Bistro is the next hot- 
spot for a bite, a drink or more. 


Waiter wellness 

Imagine to wake up in your spacious, stylish 
suite and after some yawning and stretch- 
INg you enjoy a cup of Joe on your balco- 
ny where your eye catches the huge pool 
below. This is very inviting and your body 
needs this as we all know that water makes 
us feel calm. The only worries you will have 
is to choose between the infinity pool right 
in front of Sunset Bistro or the big adult and 
children’s pools centered between the 
suites and main hotel building. Cindy or one 
of her colleagues from the Acqua Breeze 
Pool Bar welcome you with a big smile and 
Caribbean flair. 


That Blu thing 

To say it all in a nutshell: this resort has a spe- 
cial something fo it, you feel the difference 
in the attention, the design, the details and 
the soace. To find out for yourself, you need 
to dive into the experience and most prob- 
ably you will say like we do: It’s a Blu thing. 


Radisson Blu Aruba 

J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 97-A 

Palm Beach, Aruba 

Tel.: +297 526 5000 

Email: reservations@radissonbluaruba.com 
Website: httos://www.radissonhotelsameri- 
cas.com/en-us/hotels/radisson-blu-aruba 
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Holiday shoppers navigate sulci a with mixed results 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Like 
many shoppers, Kathleen 
Webber understands the 
struggles of getting the 
right gifts for her three chil- 
dren this holiday shopping 
season amid widespread 
shortages. 

She promised to buy her 
23-year-old son the Sony 
Corp. PlayStation 5, but he 
hasn’t been able to get 
his hands on the popvu- 
lar game console. So now 
Webber says she may 
have to get him the next 
best thing — a used smart 
phone. 

“| just don’t know where 
to get one,” the Yardley, 
Pennsylvania resident said 
of the PSS. “It’s like the Tick- 
le Me Elmos” from 1996. 
The holidays have always 
been defined by disap- 
pointing out-of-stock mes- 
sages on the most popular 
items. But the pandemic- 
induced supply chain snarls 
have created vunprece- 
dented shortages across all 
types of products, from the 
chips that go info gaming 
consoles to more mundane 
items like ties and pajamas. 
That has many customers 
buying early as_ shortfalls 
are only expected to wors- 
en as the holiday season 
moves into the final stretch. 
Some shoppers like Dan- 
ny Groner aren't being 
choosy. 

When Groner realized he 
needed a new tie for a 
wedding in early Decem- 
ber, he found the perfect 
answer on Amazon: a $7.99 
skinny black and white tie 
that he was told would ar- 
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Gift cards for food ond beverage businesses sit on Sale ‘tor sale at a retail store in Dallas, 


Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021. 


rive in time. 

But four days later, he re- 
ceived an email message 
informing him the tie was 
out of stock and it wouldn't 
arrive until January. That 
sent the New York publi- 
cist into a fit of desperation 
and forced him to go back 
on the site for any tie that 
would meet the fast ap- 
oroaching deadline. 

“It didn't matter to me 
whether if was ugly — It got 
here,” says Groner, who 
settled on a yellow and 
blue checkered tie. 

On Cyber Monday — the 
biggest online shopping 
day of the year — the 
orevalence of out-of-stock 
messages rose 8% Ccom- 
pared to a week earlier, 
according to Adobe Digital 
Economy Index. From No- 
vember | through Novem- 
ber 29, the number of out- 
of-stock messages soared 


close to twofold compared 
with pre-opandemic levels in 
January 2020 and up 258% 
from November 2019, Ado- 
be said. 

IN response, stores like 
Kohl’s have added new 
online tools to helo push 
shoppers to substitutes if 
their top choice is gone. 
Shipt, a grocery delivery 
service owned by Target, 
now offers customers sub- 
stitute suggestions based, 
in part, on their prior shop- 
ping behavior. And tech- 
nology company Obsess, 
which creates virtual shop- 
ping experiences for such 
brands as American Girl 
and Raloh Lauren, added 
tools that recommend next 
best items if the shopper 
clicks On something that’s 
out of stock; it also offers 
quizzes to help figure out 
what they would like. 

But there are plenty of 
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shoppers who won't be 
happy with § alternatives, 
particularly when it comes 
to must-have toys like Spin- 
master’s Gabby’s  Doll- 
house Purrfect Playset and 
Moose Toys’ Magic Mixies 
Magical Misting Cauldron. 
Some are resorting to eBay 
where they’re paying three 
times more than the sug- 
gested retail price. Experts 
also believe they will turn 
to more to gift cards if they 
don’t like what they see. 

A lot is at stake for retailers. 
If shoppers can’t get what 
they want at one store, 
they could go to another 
competitor or just not buy 
an alternative. That could 
dampen holiday - sales, 
which are expected to 
be up anywhere between 
8.5% to 10.5% for the No- 
vember-December period, 
compared with the year- 
ago period, according to 


the National Retail Federa- 
tion, the nation’s largest re- 
tail trade group. 

Experts say that the pan- 
demic trained shoppers to 
try new brands and items 
when their first choice 
couldn't be found. For ex- 
ample, when consumer 
oroduct makers and essen- 
tial retailers saw a huge run 
on toilet paper in the spring 
of 2020, it forced shoppers 
to abandon the brands 
they'd been loyal to and 
seek out alternatives. 
Things got more compli- 
cated as Americans en- 
thusiastically emerged 
from months of pandemic 
lockdowns, eager to shop 
again. Retailers and manvu- 
facturers of all tyoes were 
caught flat-footed as they 
also contended with a 
shortage of containers that 
carry the goods, bottle- 
necks at ports and a short- 
age of workers needed 
to unload the goods. And 
global chip shortages have 
increased the list of hard- 
to-find gadgets. Many in- 
dustry analysts believe the 
supply chain issues will not 
be resolved until next year. 
Victoria's Secret told ana- 
lysts last week that nearly 
50% of its holiday merchan- 
dise is in transit. It said it or- 
dered 200 million units of 
merchandise for the fourth 
quarter holiday period, but 
90 million of those items are 
delayed because of supply 
chain clogs. 

“Today, we have 30% less 
PJs in our system than we 
had a year ago,” Victoria's 
Secret CEO Martin Waters 
told analysts. “That is clear- 
ly bad for business.’ 





Dollar General opening more $5 or 
less Popshelf stores 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 

AP Business Writer 

Getting more bang for your 
buck used to be the man- 
tra of dollar store shoppers 
everywhere, but times are 
changing - and prices are 
rising. 

As consumers continue 
to contend with escalat- 
ing prices for food, cloth- 
ing and other items thanks 
to inflation, discount retail 
chains like dollar stores 


are rethinking their pricing 
strategies. Dollar Tree an- 
nounced last month that It 
will be boosting prices to 
$1.25 for most of ifs prod- 
ucts. And now Dollar Gen- 
eral is looking to roll out 
more of its Popshelf stores, 
where most items cost $5 or 
less. 

Dollar General said Thurs- 
day that it anticipates 
nearly tripling the number 
of Popshelf stores it has 


by next year and plans to 
have about 1,000 Popshelt 
locations by the end of fis- 
cal 2025. 

Popshelf stores offer items 
such as beauty and sea- 
sonal products, toys, home 
décor and arts and crafts. 
Dollar General initially un- 
veiled the Popshelf con- 
cept in October 2020. By 
May, the Goodlettsville, 
Tennessee-based compa- 
ny had plans to open ap- 
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In this ran 3; 201 7, file photo the Dollar General sire is pictured 


in Luther, Okla. 


oroximately 25 Dollar Gen- 
eral and Popshelf combi- 
nation stores, and up to 
an additional 50 Popshelf 
locations in various mar- 
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kets by the end of fiscal 
2021. There are currently 
36 Popshelf stores open, 
according to the Popshelf 
website.) 
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This image, provided by the Institute of Molecular Biology of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, 
shows a human “blastoid” created in a lab. 
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Scientists use stem cells to create 
models of pre-embryos 


By LAURA UNGAR 

AP Science Writer 

Scientists are using human 
stem cells fo create a struc- 
ture that mimics a pre-em- 
bryo and can serve as d re- 
search alternative to a real 
one. 

They say these “blastoids” 
provide an efficient, ethi- 
cal way fo study human 
develooment and pursue 
biomedical discoveries in 
fertility and contraception. 
The latest effort was de- 
tailed Thursday in the jour- 
nal Nature. 

The structures aren't em- 
bryos, but scientists nev- 
ertheless didn’t let them 
grow past two weeks in 
deference to longstanding 
ethical guidelines. 

A blastoid is a model for a 
blastocyst, a ball of cells 
that form within a week of 
fertilization and are about 
the width of a hair. Nico- 
las Rivron, a researcher at 
the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences and one of the 
authors of the Nature pa- 
per, said the models are “a 
fantastic alternative” to hu- 
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man embryos for research, 
partly because donated 
embryos are hard fo obtain 
and manipulate in the lab. 
“It is extremely difficult to 
use such human embryos 
to discover any molecules, 
genes, principles that 
might allow us to better 
Understand develooment 
and also make biomedical 
discoveries,” Rivron said. 

But lab-created stand-ins 
can be made, altered and 
studied in big numbers, 
and would complement 


embryonic research, he 
said. 

For example, what re- 
searchers learn studying 
blastoids could be used to 
develop contraceptives 
that don’t include hor- 


mones. 
It's not the first time scien- 
tists have created a hu- 
man blastoid, noted Mag- 
dalena Zernicka-Goeiz, 
an expert in stem cell bi- 
ology at the University of 
Cambridge who” wasn't 
involved in the latest study. 
But “every single step is 
significant,” improving ef- 
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ficiency as researchers try 
to master the model, she 
said. To create the blas- 
toids, Rivron and his col- 
leagues used two different 
tyoes of stem cells: either 
embryonic stem cells from 
oreviously established cell 
lines or stem cells repro- 
grammed from adult cells, 
such as skin cells. No new 
embryonic cell lines were 
made for the research. 

In the future, the stem cells 
reprogrammed from adult 
cells are likely fo become 
the new standard in re- 
search, he said, but estab- 
lished embryonic cell lines 
are necessary now be- 
cause they “are still the ul- 
timate reference.” He said 
blastocysts were cultured 
separately to compare 
them side-by-side with lab- 
created structures. 

The study showed blastoids 
reliably replicated key 
ohases of early embryo 
develooment. When they 
were placed in contact 
with cells from the lining of 
the uterus that had been 
stimulated with hormones, 
about half attached and 
started to grow in the same 
way blastocysts would. 
Rivron said researchers 
stopped their growth af- 
ter 13 days and analyzed 
the cells. At that point, he 
said, the collection of cells 
didn’t reflect a_ 13-day- 
old embryo; they weren't 
growing enough or orga- 
nizing as well. LJ 
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A student arrives as the sun rises during the first day of school 
on Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021 at Freeman Elementary School in 
Flint, Mich. 


AP Medical Writer 

New autism numbers re- 
leased Thursday suggest 
more U.S. children are be- 
ing diagnosed with the 
develoomental condition 
and at younger ages. 

IN an analysis of 2018 data 
from nearly a dozen states, 
researchers at the Cen- 
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention found that 
among 8-year-olds, 1 in 44 
had been diagnosed with 
autism. That rate com- 
pares with 1 in 54 identified 
with autism in 2016. 

U.S. autism numbers have 
been on the rise for several 
years, but experts believe 
that reflects more aware- 
ness and wider availability 
of services to treat the con- 
dition rather than a true 
increase in the number of 
affected children. A sepa- 
rate CDC report released 
Thursday said that children 
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were 50% more likely to be 
diagnosed with autism by 
age 4 in 2018 than in 2014. 
“There is some progress 
being made and the ear- 
lier kids get identified, the 
earlier they can access 
services that they might 
need fo improve their de- 
veloomental oufcome,”’ 
said CDC researcher and 
co-author Kelly Shaw. 

Geraldine Dawson, direc- 
tor of Duke University’s 
Center for Autism and 
Brain Development, said 
the new estimate is similar 
to one found in research 
based on screening a 
large population of chil- 
dren rather than on those 
already diagnosed. As 
such, she said it may be 
closer to reflecting the true 
state of autism in U.S. chil- 
dren than earlier estimates. 
The CDC reports are based 
on data from counties 
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and other communities in 
11 states some with more 
urban neighborhoods, 
where autism rates tend to 
be higher. The rates are es- 
timates and don’t neces- 
sarily reflect the entire U.S. 
situation, the authors said. 
Autism rates varied widely 
from 1 in 26 in California, 
where services are plenti- 
ful, fo 1 in 60 in Missouri. 
Overall, autism prevalence 
was similar across racial 
and ethnic lines, but rates 
were higher among Black 
children in two sites, Mary- 
land and Minnesota. Until 
recently, U.S. data showed 
prevalence among white 
children was higher. At a 
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third site, Utah, rates were 
higher among children 
from lower-income families 
than those from wealthier 
families, reversing a long- 
standing trend, said report 
co-author Amanda Baki- 
an, a University of Utah re- 
searcher who oversees the 
CDC’s autism surveillance 
in that state. 

Bakian said that likely re- 
flects more coverage for 
autism services by Medad- 
icaid and private health 
insurers.) 
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New data suggests 1 in 44 U.S. children affected by utism vy 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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By MAE ANDERSON 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) —Faith 
Jones’ vivid memoir “Sex 
Cult Nun” chronicles her 23 
years in the infamous Chil- 
dren of God culf and her 
slow journey to leave. Born 
into the cult in 1977 in Hong 
Kong, Jones was cult roy- 
alty, the granddaughter of 
leader David Berg. 

One of the first religious 
sects to be dubbed a “sex 
cult,” The Children of God 
has received media atten- 
tion over the years, includ- 
ing a “Children of God” 
documentary (1994) and 
the “Children of the Cult” 
Discovery+ series (2021). 
Actors River Phoenix and 
Rose McGowan were fa- 
mously members. And writ- 
er Lauren Hough addresses 
her experience in her book 
of essays “Leaving Isn't the 
Hardest Thing.” 

But the length of Jones’ 
tenure in the cult and her 
position as the  grand- 
daughter of Berg gives her 
Qa unique perspective on 
why its nefarious teachings 
compelled tens of thou- 
sands of people to join over 
its decades of existence. 
She recalls some happy 
moments, like playing with 
friends and animals at the 
farmstead in Macau where 





IPEOPLE & ARTS 
Review: Leaving the Children of God ‘sex cult’ 


FAITH 
JONES 


This cover image released by William Morrow shows “Sex Cult 
Nun: Breaking Away from the Children of God, a Wild, Radical 


Religious Cult” by Faith Jones. 


she lived as a child, and 
tiumphing over difficult 
chores and punishments, 
even as she recounts being 
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abused and manipulated 
in the name of “The Family” 
time and time again. 

Berg was an elusive lead- 


er, hiding his whereabouts 
and communicating his 
beliefs with followers mostly 
through | illustrated + news- 
letters — Jones never met 
her own grandfather. The 
gospel he preached was 
focused on utter devotion 
to his teaching about the 
word of God. But Berg’s 
addition was the “Law of 
Love.” In his doctrine, sex 
was godly and should be 
encouraged between ev- 
eryone, including children 
and adults. For women and 
girls to say no to a Family 
member meant being la- 
beled “unyielding” and go- 
ing against God. 

Jones was a true believer, 
and tried fo pray her way 
out of her revulsion at the 
sexual abuse she endured 
and the punishments she 
had to go through to be 
“rehabilitated” for minor 
infractions like not smil- 
ing enough. She even re- 
ports on herself when she 
is racked with guilt for kiss- 
ing a “Systemite” — a non 
“Family” member. 

But slowly she began to see 
a world outside of the cult, 
through clandestine novels 
like “The Secret Garden,” 
and a glimpse at American 
education when her par- 
ents visit the U.S. She be- 
gins to question why being 
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in The Family makes her so 
Unhappy even though she 
is SO devout. 

There’s no dramatic exit 
for Jones. Aft 23, she de- 
cides to go to college, and 
informs The Family she is 
leaving. Even though she 
has little formal education, 
her experience growing up 
IN six Countries and learn- 
ing three languages wows 
her entrance’ interviewer 
at Georgetown, where 
she gets a scholarship. She 
goes on to U.C. Berkeley 
law school. But while she 
wins educational success, it 
takes longer for her to fully 
graso how _ indoctrinated 
she was by the Children of 
God. When she does, she 
questions how her parents 
could have put her through 
such abuse. They experi- 
enced life outside the cult, 
she was born into it. Ulti- 
mately, she realizes they 
were as indoctrinated as 
she was. “Lies aren’t always 
intentional... you don't 
have to be conscious that 
you're doing something 
wrong to be wrong. Abus- 
ers can believe they are 
acting out of ‘love’” she 
writes. “The guise of love 
and freedom and nature 
is a beautiful smoke screen 
that offen masks violations 
and manipulation.” ) 








This image released by Neon shows a scene from the film “Flee.” 


By LINDSEY BAHR 


AP Film Writer 
Filmmaker Jonas Poher 
Rasmussen was 15 when 


he encountered a new 
face on a local train in his 
sleepy Danish town. It was 
the kind of place where im- 
migrants couldn't help but 
stand out, but Rasmussen 
noticed this kid’s style first. 
He had some and most 
people there didn't. 

Rasmussen knew the boy, 
Amin (a pseudonym), lived 


Associated Press 
with a foster family down 
the street and had come 
from Afghanistan, but he 
didn't know much else. Rid- 
ing together to high school 
daily, they became friends 
eventually. Amin didn’t talk 
about his past or his fam- 
ily and Rasmussen didn’t 
probe — they were just kids 
after all. It would take some 
20 years for Amin to start 
telling Rasmussen, then a 
working filmmaker, the real 
story of his childhood. The 


Review: Animated doc ‘Flee’ tells 
young refugee’s journey 


result is the animated doc- 
umentary “ Flee,” and it’s 
easily one of the best films of 
the year. Amin and his fam- 
ily fled Kabul in the 1980s. 
They hoped to find asylum 
in Sweden but for five years 
faced impossible challeng- 
es and setbacks and kept 
finding themselves in Russia 
and under constant threat 
of deportation or exploita- 
tion by the police. Even- 
tually, 15-year-old Amin 
landed alone in Denmark. 
“Flee” introduces Amin as 
an adult who is gearing up 
to tell his story to the world 
for the first time. He’s an 
accomplished scholar with 
a longtime partner who 
wants to get married and 
buy a house, but Amin is 
reticent to put himself first. 
The visuals look as though 


we've snuck in on a thera- 
pist’s session, and the expe- 
rience of hearing his story 
come out is not so different 
either. Amin has become 
sO accustomed to hiding 
his truth, including the fact 
that he’s gay, that he’s 
actually a fairly unreliable 
narrator at first, lying to the 
audience and the director. 
But Rasmussen sees that 
his friend won't be able to 
actually live his life with- 
out confronting his past. 
So, with closed eyes, Amin 
takes us back fo the five 
years he’s spent a lifetime 
repressing. 

As in “Waltz with Bashir,” 
animation in “Flee”’ (literal- 
ly) illustrates the specifics of 
Amin’s journey, taking us to 
places where we wouldn't 
have had access, like the 


Underbelly of a ship full of 
refugees trying to cross the 
Baltic Sea to Scandinavia. 
But if also gives us access 
to private moments, like 
playing volleyball in Kabul, 
seeing Jean-Claude Van 
Damme on felevision and 
realizing it’s a crush, or go- 
ing to his first night at a gay 
bar. There is a welcome 
lightness to these moments 
too, which comes as a re- 
lief. Amin’s attempts to get 
to the West with his mother 
and brother are harrowing 
enough to give you an ul- 
cer. Rasmussen spent years 
interviewing Amin before 
starting work on the film. He 
also includes some actual 
newsreel footage, which 
helos remind the viewer 
that these events were very 


real. L} 
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By ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer 

Tim Tebow was visiting with 
Auburn athletic director Al- 
len Greene along with fel- 
low members of ESPN’s SEC 
Nation crew when he got a 
text message from a friend 
last week congratulating 
him on becoming the head 
coach at Florida. 

“lim like: ‘What do you 
mean¢g Congrats on the 
new gig. What is happen- 
ing?’” Tebow said on the 
AP Pro Football Podcast. 
The confusion began when 
former NFL quarterback 
and current ESPN analyst 
Robert Griffin Ill said the 
Gators should hire Tebow 
to replace Dan Mullen, 
who was fired on Nov. 21. 
“He thought it was like a 
done deal or something,” 
Tebow said of his friend. 
“And | was like, ‘Oh, no.’ | 
thought if was nice and It 
was cool of RG3 to think 
of me. He’s such a nice 
guy and we've gotten 
along over the years. But 
it was funny, and he defi- 
nitely made a lot of people 
reach out to me for a COu- 
ple of days.” 

Griffin doubled down on 
his suggestion that Florida 
should hire one of Its most 
oopular alums. 

“| think what people have 
to realize is in today’s age 
with the transfer portal and 
just how different these kids 
are being coached and 
recruited, if you want to 
make a splash, you have 
to look in different areas,” 
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Tim Tebow would ‘love’ to coach but focused on charity work 


SEC Nation host Tim Tebow listens to his co-hosts during the SEC Nation broadcast in Lexington, 
Ky., Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021. 


Griffin told the AP. 

“So it might not be that Tim 
Tebow Is the answer for the 
Gators, and he’s going to 
come in and turn the pro- 
gram around. But what 
he will do is he'll bring ex- 
citement to the program, 
recruits will want to come 
play for him. And right now, 
they're struggling to com- 
pete in recruiting against 
Nick Saban, Jimbo Fisher, 


Kirby Smart. And those 
guys are not slowing down, 
right¢ 


“So that’s the thought pro- 
cess behind going after 
a guy like Tim Tebow and 
say: ‘All right, we're go- 
ing to surround you with a 
great staff. We need you to 


be the motivator and the 
leader and go get these 
guys to want to be a part of 
the Florida Gator franchise 
and the traditions again.’ 
And that, to me, Is worth if.” 
Griffin also mentioned 
Notre Dame defensive co- 
ordinator Marcus Freeman 
and Pittsburgh Steelers 
wide receivers coach \lke 
Hilliard should be consid- 
ered for the job. 

Tebow led Florida to a pair 
of national Championships 
and was the 2007 Heisman 
Trophy winner. He said he 
has thought about coach- 
ing at some point, but he 
doesn’t want to take time 
away from his charitable 
work. 
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“I've considered it, and 
there would definitely be a 
passion behind it,” Tebow 
said. “| think the hardest 
thing for me is there's so 
many things that | am very 
passionate about. No. | be- 
ing everything that we're 
doing at TIF (Tim Tebow 
Foundation). Now we're 
in 67 countries and we're 
building more hospitals 
right now and we're build- 
iINg more special needs or- 
ohanages and villages and 
rescuing girls from traffick- 
ing. And, | just am so pas- 
sionate about that. | would 
love to coach and love to 
support, build culture and 
love on student athletes, 
but | think if would be hard. 


| know if | did that, | would 
be so all-in, and it would re- 
ally be hard to do some of 
the other things that I’m so 
passionate about as well.” 
Tebow and his foundation 
have been fighting traffick- 
ing since 2013. 

“We just believe it’s one 
of the greatest evils in the 
world today, and it’s not just 
something that is happen- 
ing Overseas or in a Third 
World country or when you 
turn on the movie ‘Taken,’” 
Tebow said. 

“It's happening in our 
backyard, it’s happening 
in our schools, it’s happen- 
INg IN OUr Communities. It’s 
everywhere. ... This is going 
to take an army of people 
that say: ‘No longer on our 
watch are we going fo sit 
back and let this happen or 
watch this happen or sup- 
port it happening.’” 

Tebow attempted fo return 
to the NFL as a fight end 
for his former Gators coach 
Urban Meyer and the 
Jacksonville Jaguars over 
the summer after nearly 
six years away from the 
game. But his comeback 
bid ended following one 
preseason game. 

A new. partnership with 
the Heisman Trophy Trust 
is among the 34-year-old 
Tebow’'s latest venture. 
Campus Legends, which Is 
co-founded by Tebow, is 
working with the Heisman 
Trophy Trust and Heisman 
athletes on their first offi- 
cially licensed NFT/digital 
collectibles.) 





New report shows college 
improving grad rates 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — New 
graduation numbers show 
college athletes continue 
to graduate at higher rates 
than overall students. 

On Thursday, the NCAA 
released its annual Gradu- 
ation Success Rate report 
that shows college ath- 
letes who entered school 
from 2011-12 through 2014- 
15 graduated at a rate of 
89%, 21 points higher than 
the federal graduation rate 
— and well above the 80% 
goal set by late NCAA Pres- 
ident Myles Brand when he 
first introduced the report in 


ZIOZ. 

The single-year calculation 
of 90% also matched last 
year’s record high. 

NCAA numbers include 
athletes who remain aca- 
demically eligible and 
graduate after transferring. 
The federal numbers do not 
count students who gradu- 
ate from a school other 
than the one where they 
first enrolled. 

The two-decade compari- 
sons were up across the 
board. 

The overall rate increased 
by 16 percentage points 


athletes still 


over the past 20 years while 
the percentage of Black 
athletes earning diplomas 
went from 56% to 80%; 94% 
of Hispanic athletes also are 
now graduating, a 13-point 
increase since 2002. 
“Today's announcement 
proves college athletes 
take seriously their status 
as students,” NCAA Presi- 
dent Mark Emmert said. 
“We celebrate them and 
their achievements and will 
continue to support them 
as the NCAA modernizes its 
rules to benefit them.” 
Critics contend the NCAA 


_——— 





Auburn guard K.D. Johnson (0) reacts after a turnover by Central 
Florida during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game 
Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021, in Auburn, Ala. 


numbers do not accurately 
reflect actual graduation 
results. 


Associated Press 


Individual sports have seen 
similar jumps when com- 
pared to 2002.(_) 
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Manfred, Clark divergent views point to lengthy lockout 


By STEPHEN HAWKINS and 
RONALD BLUM 

AP Baseball Writer 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Hours into Major League 
Baseball's first work stop- 
page in 26 years, Commis- 
sioner Rob Manfred and 
Union head Tony Clark pre- 
sented diametrically op- 
posed views of each side's 
negotiating positions that 
point to a lengthy lockout. 
IN separate news confer- 
ences less than a day into 
baseball’s ninth work stop- 
page, Manfred said the 
Union’s proposal for greater 
free agency and wider sal- 
ary arbitration would dam- 
age small-market teams. 
Clark, the first former player 
to head the union, accused 
Manfred of “misrepresen- 
tations” in his letter to fans 
explaining the lockout, and 
said “it would have been 
beneficial to the process to 
have spent as much time 
negotiating in the room as 
it Gopeared it was spent on 
the letter.” 

“It's unnecessary to con- 
tinue the dialogue,” Clark 
said of the lockout. “At the 
first instance in some time 
of a bumpy water, the re- 
course was a strategic de- 
cision to lock players out.” 
The dispute threatens the 
start of spring training on 
Feb. 16 and opening day 
on March 31. 

IN many ways, after 26 
1/2 years of labor peace 
the sides have reverted to 
the bitter squabbling that 
marked eight work stop- 
pages from 1972-95, includ- 
ing a 7 1/2-month strike that 
wioed out the 1994 World 
Series. 

Owners locked out players 
at 12:01 a.m. Thursday fol- 
lowing the expiration of the 
sport’s five-year collective 
bargaining agreement. 

“If you play without an 
agreement, you are vulner- 
able to a strike at any point 
in time,” Manfred — said. 
“What happened in 1994 is 
the MLBPA picked August, 
when we were most vulner- 
able because of the prox- 
imity of the large revenue 
dollars associated with the 
postseason. We wanted To 
take that option away and 
try to force the parties to 
deal with the issues and get 
an agreement now.” 





Major League Baseball commissioner Rob Manfred speaks during a news conference in Arlington, Texas, Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021. 
Associated Press 


Players gained salary ar- 
bitration in 1974 and free 
agency two years later, 
and most of the previous 
disoutes centered on the 
rise of big salaries caused 
by both, along with de- 
mands, mostly by small- 
and middle-market own- 
ers, To control costs and 
increase their competitive 
ability. 

Management gained an 
ever-increasing series of 
restraints over the last two 
decades, such as qa luxury 
tax on high payrolls, lead- 
ing to a decrease in aver- 
age salary during the latter 
years of the most recent la- 
bor deal. 

Now players want more lib- 
eralized free agency and 
arbitration, leading to a 
confrontation. 

“It's a whole list of topics 
that they’ve told us they 
will not negotiate,” said 
Bruce Meyer, the players’ 
chief lawyer. “They will not 
agree, for example, to ex- 
pand salary arb. eligibil- 
ity. They will not agree to 
any path for any player to 
achieve free agency ear- 
lier. They will not agree to 
anything that would allow 
players to have additional 
ways fo get service time to 


combat service-time ma- 
nioulation. They told us on 
all of those things they will 
not agree.” 

Since 1976, players can be- 
come free agents after six 
seasons of major league 
service. The players’ asso- 
ciation proposed starting 
with the 2023-24 offseason 
that it changes to six years 
or five years and age 30.5, 
with the age in the second 
option dropping fo 29.5 
starting in 2025-26. 

Players want arbitration eli- 
gibility to decrease to two 
years of service, its level un- 
til the mid-1980s. 

Central to the strife is the 
Union’s anger over a larger 
number of teams in recent 
seasons jettisoning veter- 
ans in favor of rebuilding 
while accumulating pros- 
pects. Teams sometimes 
conclude rebuilding — the 
players call it tanking — Is a 
oreferred strategy for long- 
term success, even though 
it can rankle their fans. 

“We feel our proposals 
would positively affect 
competitive balance, 
competitive integrity,” 
Meyer said. “We've all seen 
inrecent years the problem 
with teams that don't seem 
to be trying their hardest to 


win games or put the best 
teams on the field.” 

In the signing scramble 
ahead of the lockout, 
teams committed $1 billion 
to contracts on Wednes- 
day, including six nine-fig- 
ure agreements that raised 
the total to nine in the last 
month and total spending 
to $2.5 billion since Oct. 1. 
“The fact that this year 
there seems to be more ac- 
tivity sooner by clubs in free 
agency than a normal year 
raises more questions than 
it answers about all the oth- 
er years,” Meyer said. “One 
good week of free agen- 
cy doesn’t address all the 
negative trends that we’ve 
seen.” 

MLB would keep existing 
free-agency provision or 
change eligibility to age 
27: 

“We already have teams in 
smaller markets that strug- 
gle to compete,” Manfred 
said. “Shortening the pe- 
riod of time that they con- 
trol players makes it even 
harder for them to com- 
pete. It’s also bad for fans 
in those markets. The most 
negative reaction we have 
is when a player leaves via 
free agency. We don't see 
that, making it earlier, avail- 


able earlier, we don't see 
that as a positive.” 

Clark spoke at the hotel 
where negotiations broke 
off and Manfred about 14 
miles away at Globe Life 
Field, home of the Texas 
Rangers. 

“The players’ association, 
as Is their right, made an 
aggressive set of propos- 
als in May, and they have 
refused to budge from the 
core of those proposals,” 
Manfred said. “Things like a 
shortened reserve period, 
a $100 million reduction in 
revenue sharing and salary 
arbitration for the whole 
two-year class are bad for 
the sport, bad for the fans 
and bad for competitive 
balance.” 

An agreement by early-to- 
mid-March is needed for a 
full season. 

Negotiations have made 
little to no progress since 
they began last spring. 
Manfred said a lockout was 
management's only tool to 
speed the process. 
“People need pressure 
sometimes to get to an 
agreement,” Manfred said. 
“Candidly, we didn’t feel 
that sense of pressure from 
the other side during the 
course of this week.”L] 


